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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant’s election without traverse of species B in the reply filed on 1/25/06 is 
acknowledged. 

2. Claims 1-14, 17-20, and 29-65 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species A and C-E, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on 1/25/06. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 15, 16, and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rhodes et al. (US 5,687,978 A). 

Rhodes et al. discloses cart comprising a support frame, able to be disassembled 
and including a pair of parallel members 22, a vertical strut 90 extending down from a 
midsection of said parallel members, axle means 134, and movement actuator or wheel 
92, load carrier 26, receiving members 68, and two pairs of rotatable handles 18 able to 
be pivoted from an upright to a downward position and act as a kickstand, as shown in 
figures 1-10. Rhodes et al. only discloses a single wheel. It would have been obvious 
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to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided the 
cart of Rhodes et al. with a second, adjacent wheel in order to improve lateral stability of 
the cart. 

With respect to claim 24, each handle inherently has a grip that is parallel with 
the handle of the other side of the cart. 

With respect to claim 26, the use of spring lock pins in the art of adjustable 
handles is well known in the art and it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided spring pins to the cart 
handles of Rhodes et al. in order to lock the handles in any desired position. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 27 and 28 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: In claim 27 
the recitation of the handle being rotatable about the longitudinal axis of the support 
member, in combination with the rest of the recited structure defines over the prior art. 
Rhodes et al. (’978) handles rotate about a transverse axis of the support frame 
members 22. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance.” 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey J. Restifo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6697. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jeffrey J Restifo 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 




